10                       FOOTPRINTS  ON  THE SANDS  OF  TIME

them that, in course of time, they came to regard it as a
sacred animal.

Although they ploughed and grew crops, this did not
prevent them from moving from place to place between the

ARYAN INVADERS FIGHTING DRAVIDIANS

times of harvest and the next sowing. They lived in tribes,
which often fought against each other, each tribe having its
leader, who was also sometimes its chief priest. They were
very fond of listening to songs or poems about the great
deeds of their leaders. Men who- could compose such
stories and songs were highly honoured among them as poets
or bards. At certain times of the year they gathered together
for religious celebrations in honour of their gods, the gods
of Thunder, of the Sky, the Wind, and the Sun, and special
poems or hymns were composed for these occasions. It is
these hymns that have come down to us as the Rig-Veda.